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Legal change will 
mean unions can 
boot out fascists 


Trade Unions can be proud of the 
stand they have taken against 
fascist infiltration in the unions. 
ASLEF, under the leadership of 
its previous General Secretary 
Mick Rix, kicked off the issue in 
April 2002. This was when the 
union moved against Jay Lee, 
the BNP member who had 
infiltrated ASLEF. The wider labour 
movement took up the baton and 
motions demanding the right to 
expel fascists from the unions 
have been passed at union 
conferences and the TUC. 

This year’s Labour Party 
Conference heard of the number 
of BNP members infiltrating trade 
unions and jumping on the “gravy 
train” - as they call it - because 
law appeared to help them. 

At the end of the Labour Party 
conference Patricia Hewitt, 
Secretary of State at the Depart¬ 
ment for Trade and Industry, 
announced a reform of the law 
that prevents trade unions 
expelling members of political 
parties with racist and 
fascist policies. 

The law as it stands 
prevents unions expelling 
racists and fascists and gives 
compensation of a guaran¬ 
teed £5,700, even to people 
who have suffered no loss or 
injury. No other law does this. 
Someone discriminated against on 


grounds of race, or sacked unfairly, 
might end up with nothing if they 
fail to convince a tribunal that they 
have suffered as a result of an 
injustice. But if they shout about 
their membership of a racist or fas¬ 
cist political party and are thrown 
out of a union for their repellent 
views, they receive an automatic 
tribunal award of £5,700. 

The law (section 174 of the 
Trade Union and Labour Relations 
(Consolidation) Act 1992) was 
introduced in 1980 as part of the 
Conservative government’s attack 
on the closed shop by preventing 
unions from expelling individual 
members - scabs! It was radically 
altered in 1993 when the TUC’s 
inter-union disputes procedures 
(the Bridlington Principles) came 
under attack. From then on it 
stopped a union excluding or 


expelling anyone on the grounds 
that they were a member of a 
political party. Nobody, we 
suspect, thought the BNP would 
use it to fund their party. 

The issue will be whether the 
government will go for reform or 
repeal. Trade Unions want repeal 
because unions should be allowed 
to write their own rules. The point 
is that the basic right to freely 
associate and join an independent 
trade union is clearly expressed in 
Article 11 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights to 
which the UK is a signatory. It is 
also included in the Human Rights 
Act. Unions do not have this right 
if they are forced to associate with 
employers, the state’s representa¬ 
tives, or racists and fascists. 

If the government offers reform 
on the basis of the right to expel 
those standing as candidates for 
racist and fascist parties - that is 
not good enough and won’t boot 
all racists and fascists from our 
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Redwatch is the scourge of anti-racists everywhere, it is a 
nazi website that reproduces photographs and home detaiis 
of anyone who does not share their racist outiook. Some of 
those targeted are caiied “scum”, others “retards”, but aii 
are being set up for intimidation and in some cases vioience. 



BNP LEADERS 
LINKED TO 
REDWATCH 

THE REDWATCH SITE serves Britain’s fascist groups, 
not least the British Nationai Party. Despite the BNP’s increasingly 
respectable public image, ieading BNP members have activeiy 
contributed to the Redwatch site as a means of silencing their 
opponents. 

Most of the photographs that now adorn the site have come from 
anti-BNP activities. 

Some of the most important organisers in the BNP have supplied 
Redwatch with photographs. They include: 

■ Tony Wentworth, the BNP youth organiser. He took photos of 
anti-BNP campaigners that later appeared on the site. 

■ Adrian Marsden, a BNP councillor in Halifax. He took photos of 
people leafleting in January. These pictures are now on Redwatch. 

■ Nick Cass, the party’s Dewsbury organiser, supplied many of 
the photos on the Kirklees section. When initially questioned by a 
local paper he claimed that he was taking them for his own safety. 

A few days later they appeared on Redwatch. 

■ Mike Lester, the BNP’s Stockport organiser. He was named 
BNP activist of the year at the recent RWB festival. He supplied the 
photographs from Oldham and Manchester. 

■ Trevor Agnew, the BNP County Durham organiser and close 
confidant of the BNP’s leader, Nick Griffin. He took the photographs 
that appear in the Darlington section. 

■ Mark Coliett, the Yorkshire BNP regional organiser and 
member of the party’s ruling Advisory Council. He has taken 
pictures of anti-BNP campaigners in Leeds and Halifax. He often 
publicly gloats about getting the photos up on Redwatch. 

The threat of exposure on the Redwatch site is now a favourite 
tactic by BNP activists across the country. 

The BNP actively contributes to the Redwatch site as part of its 
strategy of intimidating political opponents. It is also the main 
beneficiary. 

Fascist intimidation is nothing new. In fact it is a central plank of 
fascism. But it is also an issue that can no longer be ignored. BNP 
members might now wear suits but their involvement in Redwatch 
reveals their true colours. 



Adrian Marsden 




Trevor Agnew 



Mark Collett 


Sally Kincaid and Steve Johnson’s 
neighbour came running out of her 
house shouting that their car was on fire. 
The two Leeds-based teachers were 
active anti-racists and had been 
involved in recent campaigns against 
the BNE Their car had been smashed up 
and set alight with petrol. Inside their 
home a five-year-old girl lay asleep. 

Afterwards that they realised that their 
name, address and car details had been 
posted on a nazi website called 
Redwatch. The website is nothing more 
than a nazi hitlist. Tony White, a Leeds 
based nazi, had scribbled down their car 
registration number as they protested 
outside the City Hall against BNP 
candidate Mark Collett last year. 

White and his friends investigated 
Sally and Steve and discovered that 
Steve was a teacher at a local school. 
White had recently been arrested for 
distributing racist material to children 
from the same school. 

In early March, White was sentenced 
to six months’ imprisonment and he 
and his supporters immediately blamed 
Steve. “Steve had nothing to do with his 
arrest,” said Sally. It was the night after 
White’s conviction that their car was 
attacked. 

The Redwatch site was launched in 
2001 and now displays over a thousand 
photographs. From Darlington to 
London, Yorkshire to Oldham, anti¬ 
racist campaigners are being targeted. 
In most cases the pictures are 
unidentified but linked to some are 
names and addresses, car registrations, 
phone numbers and even workplaces. 

It is designed to intimidate and harass 
anti-racists and anti-fascists to the 
point where the individuals targeted 
no longer campaign against fascist 
groups. It is political intimidation and 
classic fascism. 

The real agenda behind Redwatch is 
graphically Illustrated on its secret 
Yahoo discussion group available to 
only a handful of people. Searchlight 
and supporters across the country have 
penetrated this group for the first time. 

Nicknamed “Mole Intelligence”, this 





site is where those behind Redwatch 
swap information and details on their 
targets. One message gives a call to 
action. 

“Not enough comrades are taking the 
red threat seriously. The reds hold small 
positions of power within our 
communities. Teachers, social workers, 
councillors, nurses, doctors, coppers. 
These people are the tentacles of the 
state enforcing the multicultural 
ideology into our society. It is these 
people who are stopping Nationalists 
from spreading the truth about the 
nightmare on the horizon. Now’s the 
time to start a proper campaign of 
violence and intimidation towards those 
who seek to see us silenced or 
imprisoned for our beliefs.” 

Alongside the personal information on 
their targets, the secret members of the 
Mole Intelligence site are offered bomb 
manuals. The Anarchist Cookbook, 
simple light-bomb designs and a guide to 
making plastic explosives are all 
available. Included in this material are 
the same designs used by the London 
nailbomber David Copeland. 

One only has to look at the men behind 
Redwatch to understand their true 
violent motives. Redwatch operates 
under the auspices of the violent nazi 
group Combat 18. 

The internet version of Redwatch 
emerged in 2001 from a group of men 
then associated with the National Front. 
Soon it became clear that their politics 
were too extreme for the NF. At first they 
regrouped themselves separately as 
Aryan Unity. Later they became the 
White Nationalist Party. The WNP was 
then, to all intents and purposes, the 
political wing of Combat 18. Led by Eddie 
Morrison, a lifelong nazi from Leeds, and 
its supporters included Simon Shepherd 
from Hull. In 1999, while Shepherd was 
the local organiser for the BNR he was 
arrested and later imprisoned for 
producing antisemitic material. 

The contact name on all three is 
Shepherd but whUe Shepherd might give 
some technical advice and support, the 
men who are really behind Redwatch are 
based in Leeds. They include Kevin 
Watmough, White and Tony Foy. All three 
are diehard nazis with a history of 
violence. 


Redwatch operates in conjunction with 
a number of other nazi websites. AH are 
run by Watmough and/or White. The 
members of the secret Yahoo site include 
Watmough, White, Tony Foy and two 
WNP organisers from East Lancashire, 
Mark Cotterill and fohn O’Brien. Another 
member is the Pro Democracy League, 
the BNP-linked front group from Burnley. 

But the net is beginning to close in on 
the men behind the telephone answer 
service of the notorious Redwatch 
internet site. 

Searchlight exposure of the men 
behind Redwatch and the vital part it 
plays in the BNP campaign to silence its 
critics together with the fact that several 
trade unions have taken up the case, are 
forcing the authorities to act. 

Several trade unions are demanding 
that the authorities act. The TUC is 
beginning to take action after several of 
its members were featured on the site. In 
Oldham, several anti-BNP activists have 
complained to police after Tony 
Wentworth, the BNP youth organiser, 
took pictures of them during the 
Failsworth by-election and promised to 
post them on the Redwatch site. 

But events in Liverpool have been key in 
forcing the authorities to look into 
Redwatch. A verbal threat was left on the 
mobile phone of a leading Anti Nazi 
League activist. The caller gave him a 
tirade of abuse and said: “This call is from 
the BNP and we stand for the white people 
of Great Britain. If you ever go to Liverpool 
city centre again we will cut you up.” 

A week later, a new Liverpool section 
appeared on the Redwatch site, 
containing photographs and personal 
details of those behind the newly formed 
Merseyside United Against Racism and 
Fascism. When the Liverpool Echo 
contacted the local BNP organiser for his 
comments, he had little to say. Literally 
hours later a letter was delivered to the 
offices of the local paper threatening to 
blow up the building if the paper 
continued to run anti-BNP stories. 

The letter was written in the name of 
the Aryan Martyrs Brigade. This is the 
same group that sent a threatening letter 
to a journalist from Wales on Sunday, 
whose crime had been to write an article 
about the BNP. The group does not exist. 
Its name is just a cover for the Redwatch 


and BNP thugs who are setting out to 
silence media critics. 

There is now a clamour for action. It is 
deplorable that so far the police have not 
moved against those behind Redwatch. 
Given the evidence that the perpetrators 
also discuss and plan violent assaults, it 
can only be hoped that action will finally 
be taken. 

The Home Secretary, David Blunkett, is 
studying a dossier on Redwatch and 
several MPs have promised to take up the 
issue. But the matter must not be left 
there. Trade Unionists need to write 
letters of complaint to their local MPs 
and support anti-racist campaigners, 
journalists and newspapers under attack 
and lobby their unions to force the police 
to act. 




The faces behind Redwatch: (top to bottom) 
Tony White, Kevin Watmough and Tony Foy 


TRADE 

UNIONISTS 

STAND 

AGAINST 

FASCISTS 


JOURNALISTS in West Yorkshire are 
being threatened by neo-nazis after 
exposing the real nature of the BNP 
in the regional Press. 

The Yorkshire Evening Post ran a five- 
page expose of the BNP the day before 
the May 2003 local elections. 

The BNP vote in the paper’s circulation 
area was significantly lower than in 
neighbouring districts. 

Soon after the articles appeared 
threats began to appear on the far right’s 
Redwatch website. 

The BNP’s local media officer also wrote 
to the paper’s editor warning “Remember, 
we know who and where you are.” 

More sinisterly neo-nazis using a 


clandestine e-mail network have been 
seeking the home addresses of individual 
journalists. 

Among them is Peter Lazenby, 
chairman of the National Union of 
Journalists’ Leeds branch. 

“We will not be intimidated and we will 
continue doing the one thing the BNP and 
its friends fear most - telling the truth 
about about them,” he said. 

The union branch has prepared a dossier 
of threats taken from the website and has 
sent it to the chief constable of West 
Yorkshire and to Leeds Labour MP Hilary 
Benn, who has forwarded the dossier to 
Home Secretary David Blunkett asking 
what is being done about the website. 






Searchlight Fighting Fund - Urgent Appeai 


Searchlight is working with more than 50 locally based 
anti-fascist and anti-racist groups defending their 
towns and cities against the fascist threat. We have 
assisted groups to produce thousands of local leaflets 
as well as distributing 400,000 copies of our special 
edition Searchlight newspaper. We have also organised 
anti-fascist training and education for local activists 
working to develop new skills needed to defeat fascism 
in our communities. 

There is no let up in our campaign - it is all year round 
campaigning. The BNP now have 17 councillors - there 
is a huge amount of work to be done in the lead up to the 
2004 elections. 

Generous help and support from trade unions have 
assisted us in the work but still much to do. We need to 
raise substantial amounts of money to finance the 
campaign materials in the lead up to the 2004 elections. 

Trade Unionists are the backbone of anti fascist and 
anti racist work - the central involvement of trade 
unionists in local campaigns will defeat the BNP 

We are asking Trade Unions at national, regional and 
branch level to donate to the Searchlight Fighting Fund. 
Individual trade unionists are also welcome to donate 
and/or commit to a monthly standing order. 

Please donate to the Searchlight Fighting Fund - this 
will enable us to continue and extend the campaigning 
work. Together we will win! 


^^Searchlight has done an enormously 
important job for the anti-racist and anti¬ 
fascist movement over a great many years. 
Trade Unionists must be out in the 
community... taking our campaign to the 
street corners and the doorstepsff 

Brendan Barber general secretary TUC 



TUFS welcomes contributions from trade 
unionists to TUFS NEWS. 

Please send contributions to 
tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 
by 20th January 2004. 


TUFS NEWS sponsored by NASUWT national and 
AMICUS Tyneside Engineering Branch 



Affiliate to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchiight 

By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

■ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

■ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

■ Special rates on training and educational materials. 

Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchiight 

Union 

national/regional/branch (please specify) 

Contact name 


Position 


Address 


Postcode 

Teiephone (h) (w) 

Emaii 

Affiiiation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, nationai trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payabie to Searchiight 

Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG m Tel 020 76818660 m Fax 020 76818650 
email tufs@searchllghtmagazlne.com m www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Trade union activists’ network 

As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grassroots level. 

Trade Union activists’ network 

Union 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 
Contact name 


Position 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone (h) 

(w) 

Fax 


Mobile 


Email 

Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 































